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Myrna Turnbough Bradley Retires 


Congratulations and 
thank you, Myrna 
Bradley, for twenty-five 
years of volunteering 
for work and being Sec- 
retary-Treasurer for the 
Phoenix Pioneer Ceme- 
tery established in 
1874. 


She worked under four 
Sextons, Allen Harris, 
Michael Wrede, Rich- 
ard Croly and Otis 
Blankenship, standing 
by their side at each 
burial, collecting burial 
fees, forms for State 
and Mortuary Boards, 
sometimes consoling 
people in their difficult 
time of loss while meet- 
ing many wonderful 


people. 


She was responsible for 
keeping all records and 
banking business up to 
date. Many letters were 
sent and phone calls 
made to people who 
didn’t get headstones 
placed on burial sites 
within the required six- 
month’s time following 


a burial. Donation let- 
ters and thank-you 
notes were sent so the 
cemetery could afford 
to get equipment re- 
paired, fences mended 
and having dead trees 
removed. A new stor- 
age container was pur- 
chased for housing 
equipment after all the 
tools and riding lawn 
mower were stolen. 


Myrna participated in 
pruning every rose 
bush each year 
throughout the ceme- 
tery. Many wheelbar- 
row loads of leaves, 
twigs, branches, and 
prunings were taken to 
a pile for further re- 
moval. Bags of trash 
were collected and re- 
moved. 


The tradition of faith- 
fully taking care of the 
Phoenix Pioneer Ceme- 
tery began many years 
ago with her father, 
V.H. “Bill” Turn- 
bough, keeping all their 
family plots clean and 
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helping others. 

Myrna’s Grandpa, 
William Thomas 
Wright, Phoenix Town 
Marshal in 1913, helped 
bring the graves from 
the Butte, “Grave Yard 
Hill,” to the Phoenix 
Pioneer Cemetery using 
his team of horses and 
wagon. He once gave 
one of his plots to bury 
a small child who died 
while the family was 
passing through Phoe- 
nix and had no money. 


Thank you, Myrna, for 
helping reclaim the 
beauty of the cemetery 
and for helping people 
find their family graves. 
Now your time spent 
working and truly car- 
ing for the cemetery 
will be part of its his- 
tory. THANK YOU! 


Shared by Myrna’s sister, 
Georgia Turnbough 
Blankenship, who has also 
been instrumental in the 
maintenance of the ceme- 
tery along with her hus- 


band, Otis Blankenship. 


Volume 20, Issue 2 


Page 2 


Phoenix Pioneer Cemetery Celebrates Its 150th Anniversary 


The Phoenix Pio- 
neer Cemetery 
held its 150th 
anniversary cele- 
bration May 25, 
2024. The com- 
munity came 
together with hot 
dogs, donuts, and 
other treats. But 


it was more than coming 
together and celebrating the 
cemetery, but what the his- 


tory of the cemetery carries. 


“A lot of our pioneers, lots of 
our pioneers are buried 
here,” said Dorothy Cotton, 
a docent of the Phoenix Mu- 
seum and board member of 
the cemetery. 


“A lot of the pioneers that 
the streets are named for, 
that the city was built be- 
cause of, are all buried here. 
And so, I think it’s impor- 
tant that everybody knows 
that.” 


The cemetery was estab- 
lished in 1874 as Sam Culver 
was one of the first people to 
donate the land. Five trus- 
tees began with ownership of 
the land and still today with 


the same number of trustees. 


One of the original board of 
trustees great-granddaughter 
Patricia Popow attended 
today’s event to show her 
support to the cemetery. It’s 
special to me, and I think 
that the crew, Oatie and 
Georgia, and all have done a 
beautiful job renovating and 
keeping this cemetery up,” 
said Popow. “It looks beau- 
tiful. I’m very happy.” 
Popow will turn 100 in June. 
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Weekend and it’s important 


to take time to recognize 
those who have fallen, Cotton 
wants the community to rec- 
ognize those who have built 
this city. “I think that it’s 
important that it’s growing 
and it’s changing, but they 
still need to know where it 
came from. They need to 
know the beginning and 
what happened, why 
it’s here, and why it’s 
there,” said Cotton. 


By: Carlos Murrieta, kdrv 
communications 


Attendees could also 
visit the Phoenix Mu- 
seum to warm up and 
get hot coffee and cook- 
ies on this cool day. 


Phoenix Historical Society 
Board Members 


S| 
Dick Croly: President 

Dave Hodson: Vice President 
Dorothy Cotton: Secretary 
Dorothy Cotton: Treasurer 


Lorraine Sexton 


Thanks to Bryce & Cassie 
Blankenship for putting up 


Margaret Croly 
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Photos by Newswatch 12, 


the flags in the cemetery. John Keiser & M. Croly 
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The History of E.M. Tucker, Founder of Tucker Sno-Cat Corporation by Gwen Pettey 


The late E.M. Tucker, Sr. of 
Tucker Sno-Cat Corporation, 


was one of 13 children, born 
in a log cabin on Jump-Off 
Joe Creek in 1892 near 
Grants Pass, Oregon. He 
spent his early boyhood near 
Trail, Oregon in a stone house 
built by his father in 1901. 
The house overlooks a broad 
stretch of Rogue River and is 
still a landmark on the 
Rogue, 


During his youth he walked 
to school through deep snow, 
and even at this early age he 
began working on different 
devices for transportation 
over snow which eventually 
led to the development of the 
world famed Tucker Sno-Cat 


vehicle. In the early 

ye twenties Mr. Tucker built 
Oy several spiral driven ma- 
chines, but he had very 
little success with the 
principle involved. After 
these experiences, Mr. 
Tucker realized that 
unless he could come up 
with a completely differ- 
ent system, he would never 
achieve his desire to build a 
vehicle to travel over deep, 
soft snow with a minimum 
amount of mechanical trou- 
ble and expense. 


building and improving his 
snow machines, and his firm 
is recognized as the oldest 
successful manufacturer of 
snow vehicles in the world. 
The newest model in produc- 
tion is the Tucker-Terra. It 
has four all rubber tracks. 
Some of the uses for the 
Tucker-Terra in winter and 
summer are: Snow Grooming, 
Snow Removal, Search and 
Rescue, Ambulance, Ava- 


lanche Control, Oil & Gas 


Exploration, Mining, Tele- 
communication Opera- 


tions, Personnel & Cargo 


Mr. Tucker worked in Los 
Angeles on models, perfect- 
ing the idea of an over-snow 
transportation. He then 
moved to Grass Valley, Cali- 
fornia, where the first pro- 


registry website 


Carrier, and Agriculture. 


Source: SOHS, Oregon Ency- 


clopedia, Oregon Business 


duction line was established. 
This successful venture was 
terminated by a move to 
Medford, Oregon, deter- 
mined by Mr. Tucker’s long 
expressed desire to return to 


the Rogue River Valley. 
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Mr. Tucker spent 50 years in 


State Commission Provides a Cash Boost 


Otis Blankenship points out dy- 


ing trees in the Phoenix Pioneer 


Cemetery. 


An $8,000 grant from the Oregon 
Commission on Historic Cemeteries 
will help caretakers of the Phoenix 
Pioneer Cemetery fund the removal of 
a dozen hazardous trees from the 150- 
year-old graveyard. 


Phoenix cemetery sexton Otis 
Blankenship said the funding was a 
much-needed boost for the group of 
cemetery volunteers, who rely on do- 
nations and community support to 
maintain the nearly 5-acre property. 


Tree removal, he said, comes with a 
higher price tag, especially when deal- 
ing with trees hanging over century- 
old headstones and other markers 


“The real killer is it’s all got to come 
down a piece at a time, on account of 
everything’s got stones and nice head- 
stones underneath,” Blankenship said, 
gestering toward a stand of oak and 
madrone. “They climb ‘em and cut ‘em 
down and drop the pieces a little at a 
time. Has to be that way so they won’t 
break any of the markers.” 


Blankenship, who has helped tend the 
cemetery for decades, said most historic 
graveyards around the Rogue Valley are 
struggling with lack of funding and 
years of drought. 


Taken from a Rogue Valley Times article by 
Buffy Pollock. Photo by Andy Atkinson. 


Phoenix Historical Society & Museum 
607 N. Church Street 

P. O. Box 1466 

Phoenix, Oregon 97535 


Telephone (541) 512-0614 


Any historical information regarding Phoenix 
would be much appreciated by anyone 
receiving this newsletter. Please send to above 
address or editor. 


Museum Happenings 


The Phoenix 
Historical Society is a 
private non-profit 
and gets most of its 
operating funds from 


We are saddened to an- 
nounce the passing of our 
friend, Board member and 
former docent, Donna UI- 
rich. She was a valued 
member and will be sorely donations and mem- 
bership dues. We are 
not a part of the 
county government. 
We are doing okay. 
However, we really 
like it when someone 
joins the society or 
give us a nice dona- 
tion. We can use 


missed. Our sympathy is 
extended to her family. 


A great big THANK-YOU 
to Bryce and Otis 
Blankenship of the Phoe- 
nix Pioneer Cemetery for 
helping maintain the mu- 
seum grounds with their 
mowing and weed eating ee 
services! 

Board member Dave Hod- 
son has been seen working 
on the watering system 
once again and is so appre- 
ciated for his efforts. 


vices in many ways. 
Come in and visit and 
just talk to staff. 


New Additions in Phoenix 


The new Phoenix Government 
and Public Safety Center con- 
sisting of city, police and fire 
departments, went from con- 
cept to completion in three 


years and is now occupied. 


The Blackbird has landed! 


The Grand Opening in 
Phoenix is planned for June 


14-16. 


The Phoodery is a casual 
outdoor gathering place 
opening soon. 


